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          Palestine Trauma Centre (UK)   
THE FAMILY THERAPY PROJECT AND THE CONTINUED RUNNING OF THE CENTRE IS POSSIBLE ONLY BECAUSE OF THE 

CONTINUED SUPPORT OF 

 

January ï July 2016 

This year has seen PTC in Gaza and the UK expand its networking and develop its training programmes. 

Two of our key staff at PTC(Gaza), Sabrin Musa and Jaber Thabet, have been asked by UNWRA to share 

their skills with them. They are now working with UNWRA for a year. This is a great tribute to their value 

as therapists and to the experience and training they have had at PTC. Their roles at PTC(Gaza) have been 

taken by Noha Abu Karsh and Monther Yaghi. So another group of therapists becomes part of the 

management and training team at PTC(Gaza). In April, Sabrin gave a presentation at the Gaza Community 

Health Programmeôs International Conference on Mental Health and Human Rights. Meanwhile, the 

PTC(UK) training co-ordinator, Dr. Mohamed Altawil, gave a talk to Sheffield Friends of Palestine about 

PTCôs work. He later spoke to students at the University of Hertfordshire.  

The therapy work at PTC(Gaza) is still supported every week by Mohamed through Skype and these 

sessions now include other UK practitioners to help the Gaza team. Visits to PTC(Gaza) from Canada, Italy 

and Finland have built-up more solidarity and professional input.  

                         

Sabrin at GCMHP conference                    Mohamed skyping PTC(Gaza)                  Mohamed at Sheffield meeting 
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VISITS TO PTC(GAZA)  

Representing PTC(UK) and sharing his own research area, Dr Guido Veronese from Milan spent two days 

with the PTC(Gaza) team and will continue a training programme with them in October. This is an 

important addition to the Family Therapy project.  

                      

                                         Dr. Guido Veronese at PTC(Gaza) 

The centre also received three visits in May from a Finnish Charity called Hope for All (www.hfa.fi ). Jukka 

and Margit Nieminen from HFA assessed needs for the Friday of Joy project and bought the team a 

generator ($1,100) for them to use on their street events. The FoJ team have wanted this for a long time. 

Jukka and Margit also said they would like to help create a childrenôs library at PTC(Gaza).  

                 

                           Jukka and Margit Nieminen (Hope for All ) in Gaza with Rasha, Mahmoud and Ahmed (PTC) 

                                                                                                                                                     

1
st
 August: Rasha and Jukka seeing the first stages of building a childrenôs library at Palestine Trauma Centre. 

http://www.hfa.fi/
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Other visits to PTC(Gaza) this year so far were made by psychologists Dr John Sos and Janet Right from 

Canada, the Tamar Institute, World Vision, Basma Association, Palestine Childrenôs Relief, Interpal and 

Medical Aid for Palestinians. The centreôs reputation is growing.  

 

TRAINING, PRESENTATIONS AND FUNDRAISING  

The training and discussions via Skype between the UK and PTC(Gaza) are increasing. Gesine Miller and 

Sarah Hawes are both now offering regular professional consultations assisted by Mohamed. PTC(UK) 

trustees, Jill Weston and Belinda Milani have attended Skype sessions to get to know the Gaza team. 

Belinda now chairs the therapistsô group at PTC(UK). 

Mohamed Altawil and David Harrold gave a presentation to students at Queen Mary College, London 

University in February and joined a panel discussion at St. Anneôs and St. Andrewôs Interfaith Centre 

organised by Brent Friends of Palestine in March. They also contributed to events in St Albans and Luton. 

Lynda Brennan, Ed Fredenburgh and Shosh Morris arranged a successful fundraising concert in Tottenham 

for PTC. £3,988 has been raised by Carmela Ozzi in North London. Here is her account of that:            

A group of parents at Queens Park Primary School decided to raise funds for the Friday of Joy Initiative at 

PTC(Gaza). Veronique, the Bushras and the Sahars, Holly, myself and my partner Chris began collecting money and 

selling PTC calendars. Muslims and non-Muslims gathered to increase awareness of what had happened and 

continues to happen inside besieged Gaza. The calendars were a great way of demonstrating the issues affecting 

children in Gaza and the work of PTC. The pictures spoke a thousand words. We collected from parents at the school, 

the local community and from local businesses. We also got donations from George Kerevan MP, Tariq Ali and China 

Mieville. The core group put in a lot of hard work, but it was worth it. We raised £3,988. I would encourage you to do 

the same in your community, faith group, place of study or work. More support for the children of Gaza is needed.  

Carmela Ozzi. 

Sumud Palestine raised another £1,000 with a food event in Stoke-on-Trent. Kim Reynauld and Nabila 

Waseem-Saeed organised ñHaircut of Happinessò at their school in South London where Kim was 

sponsored to have her head shaved.  Over £1,000 was raised. 

                                                   

                    ñHaircut of Happinessò                                                                        Carmela and team from Queens Park. 
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PTC(UK) also received £1,000 from Kingston University who donated the profits from our conference 

there. The UK-Palestine Social Work and Mental Health Work networks are keen to arrange another joint 

event in the future. It is important to remember Interpalôs sponsoring role in the conference which meant 

that it was able to go ahead. 

FOCUSING CONFERENCE AT CAMBRIDGE  

In July, Jerry Conway helped with organising the International Focusing Conference at Cambridge. Over 

200 practitioners and academics attended. A highlight was a Focusing session for delegates delivered by 

Ghada Radwan from PTC(Gaza) through Skype. Ghada and her team were thrilled at having this contact. 

Mohamed demonstrated pre and post assessments to show the effectiveness of Focusing at reducing 

symptoms of PTSD. The Gaza evidence shows that a sample that had 95% of these symptoms before 

Focusing had 23% after the course. This evidence and the English/Arabic Focusing manual are great 

achievements for the Focusing project in Gaza. Thanks to Mohamed, Jerry and Mary Jennings for this work.   

     
Delegates in Cambridge.  PTC on Skype.    Jerry  talking to Ghada at PTC(Gaza).         Ghada meeting delegates.                                                                                                                                     

FAMILY THERAPY AND FRIDAY OF JOY. 

At the end of July, Belinda arranged a Therapistsô meeting for PTC(UK). This explored ways of assisting 

PTC(Gaza) with its work and how Skype sessions could be used for discussing case studies and  being a 

forum where the PTC(Gaza) team can discuss their own issues and concerns. 

At PTC(Gaza) the Family Therapy project was extended into work sponsored by Muslim Aid and has 

successfully completed its first year. The team hope to continue into 2017. Here is a link to a film which 

shows what they do:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yV5t5-PtWsA&feature=youtu.be 

The Friday of Joy Initiative has gone from strength to strength. Storytelling techniques are being 

explored. To help with transportation, the hiring of a van for a year has been suggested. This project has 

benefitted from funding by the British Shalom-Salaam Trust and the Palestine Committee of Norway. 

                          

                           Street Theatre                                                                                    Storytelling 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yV5t5-PtWsA&feature=youtu.be
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                                     Street Film                                                                         Clowns 

The work team in PTC-Gaza and the consultant team at PTC-UK                                                         

Here is a list of the people involved with the therapeutic and administrative work at PTC(Gaza) and those at 

PTC(UK) who have direct contact with them. There are volunteers (not listed) who come to work with the 

Friday of Joy Initiative from time to time.    * PTC(Gaza)       * PTC(UK) 

Name Role 

Dr. Mohammad Altawil Projects Supervisor (PTC-UK) 

David Harrold Chair of Board of Trustees (PTC-UK) 

Mahmoud Habbash Deputy chair of Board of Trustees (PTC-Gaza) 

Family Therapy Project 

Gesine Miller Consultant [PTC-UK]  

Sarah Hawes Consultant [PTC-UK]  

Belinda Milani Consultant [PTC-UK]  

Guido Veronese Consultant [PTC-UK]  

Andrew Enever Consultant [PTC-UK]  

Sahida Uddin Consultant [PTC-UK]  

Rasha Qandeel Project Coordinator [PTC-Gaza] 

Dr. Omar Bhaise Psychiatrist [PTC-Gaza] 

Samar Awad Social Worker [PTC-Gaza] 

Noha Abu Karsh Psychologist [PTC-Gaza] 

Ahmad Altawil Media Coordinator [PTC-Gaza] 

Masoud Abu Reyala Accountant [PTC-Gaza] 

Mohammad Abu Sheer Logistic Manager [PTC-Gaza] 

Focusing Project 

Jerry Conway Focusing Coordinator [PTC-UK]  

Mary Jennings Focusing Trainer [PTC-UK]  

Ghada Radwan Field Coordinator [PTC-Gaza] 

Eman Matar Facilitator [PTC-Gaza] 

Hadeel Bdair Facilitator [PTC-Gaza] 

Friday Of Joy Project 

David Harrold Consultant [PTC-UK]  

Peter Offord / Shehnoor Ahmed Consultant [PTC-UK]  

Monther Yaghi Field Coordinator [PTC-Gaza] 

Adham Shatali Facilitator [PTC-Gaza] 

Alaa Meqdad Clown [PTC-Gaza] 

Morad Morad Clown [PTC-Gaza] 
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Amjad Majdalawi Animator [PTC-Gaza] 

Fedaa Leddawe Animator [PTC-Gaza] 

Emad Khaled Animator [PTC-Gaza] 

Rafeeq Awad Animator [PTC-Gaza] 

Osama Saidam Sound Technician [PTC-Gaza] 

        

 

 

Here are the key members of the Gaza team at PTC for 2016/17:     

Family Therapy Team  

     

  

  
Friday of Joy 

 
Ghada Radwan 

Focusing Project 
 

 
Muslim Aid Project  

 

          

 

 

 


