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1. Update about the disaster in Gaza Strip:

U Since 7 July 2014, Gaza has beenfirestorm of bombs and shells. The devastation of
whole neighbarhoods, the lack foany safe place or shelter for children and their families
has exceeded the horrors of Operation Cast Lead in-20@G&za has been declared a
Disaster Area. It has, with some accuracy, been compared to the state of the Warsaw ghetto
during the Second Wiat War. The IDF have launched so far more thd&nhnllion
kilograms of bomb on Gaza Strip.

U Since7 July 2014,475,000 peopldave beerisplaced from the eastern areashdf Gaza
Strip (Beet Lahia, Beet Hanoon, -Bureej, AFMaghazi, Eastern areas of #taah: Al
gararah, Abasan, Eastern Rafah), 260,000 adetldisplaced are now stayimg UNRWA
schoos. At least two hundred thousarthildren and their families in Gaza need urgent
psychological support, especialiifjosewho are staying in displaced scl®®r hospitals
(Source: UNRWA, % August, 2014jnd have no home to return to

U Since7 July 2014 at least 142 schools in Gaza, including 89 UNRWA schools, 50 public
schools and three private/kindergarten schools, were damaged due to Israeli amstrikes
shelling nearby. 11 of the 32 hospitals have been damaged by Israeli airstrikes or shelling
nearby. Out of the 75 clinics in Gaza, 14 were damaged and 34 closed. In addition, one
medical doctor and two ambulance workers were killed; 42 PRCS healtleraaslere
injured; and 26 ambulances were damaged, of which saxeerendered out of service
(UNICEF, 3% August 2014).

U Since7™ July at least B75 peoplehave been killed ithe Gaza Strip. Out of this number,
410 arechildren, 260women and & old pe@le. 9,567 have been seriouslyounded. More
than 85% of these killed and wounded are civilians (Palestinian Ministry of H&Hlth:
August 2014). UNICEF have reported that only 192 militants were killed since 8th July
2014 which means 90%ho have beeikilled so far were civilians (UNICEF, 3rd August
2014).
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U Since 7" July at least10,000 h

estimated cosvf damage caused by the Isragfiensive onthe Gaza Strip is so far about

five billion US dollars(Palestinian Ministry of Construction™4August 2014).

U Now, Gaza is severely bleeding becausethe on-going horrific offensive whichhas
resultedin the destruction of all resources needed for the basic survival of the population:
daily food, clean watr, medicine electricity, transport and shelter. There is no central
supply of electricity. The ®vere problems with sewage dispoaed likely to lead to the
spreading of disease. There are even difficulties for the Red Cross orrBsmer@ and
paramedis to reachwounded or dead peopl€orpses lie for days under rubble. The
economy has ceased to exiBeople run out of castor buying food or water for their
children. All hope has gone. Families choose to die together rather than separate to live
without each ot her. Thi s Nakba IlaaPapp&amelisraeli c al |
historian. Immediate action is needed in order to protect Gazans from a major public health

disaster. For this, the massacre has to stop.

2. Update about the Psychologal Intervention for PTC-Gaza in cooperation with UNRWA

U In response to the murdewand criminal invasion of Gaz&alestine Trauma Centre

UK/Gaza has set up an Emergency andipil Response (RRR) teano provide
psychological first aidlt has been visiting hospitals, homes and displaced children and their
families in schools to provide psycisocial support to those affected by the shocking
violence. The rapid response team afetrained volunteers and since 2008 they have
responded to all the bombardments Gaza has faced. They have also set up a hotline for

people to call and will follow up with families who need further support.

U Tens of thousandsf children and their parésm have been displaced, terrified and left
unprotected for four weeks. Throughout that time they have suffered repeated shocks, had
little or no sleep and experienced multiple bereavements. Everyone in the Gaza Strip has
lost relatives, neighbours and aofriends. The trauma resulting from all this cannot be
i magined by those I|iving in the comfort o]
nightmare, conditioned to be fearful, terrified when the sun goes down because it is at night
that most of thattacks happen. Sleep is a rare privilege. If they areviépout providing
trauma counsellingnd Psychological First Aid, then their PTSD symptoms will intensify
and the strain on parents will grow to breaking pdidhatarechildren and their parents

do oncedisplacednto sheltersor schools and hospitals? Many have been displaced not once
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Aims of Emergency and Rapid Response (Psychological SupiRie:

reported that at leasvo hundred thous

ERR teamat PTC (Gaza)onsiss of four key psychologistsyne psychiatristand 25 trained
volunteerswho provide psychological support to traumatised childrehthair familes. The basic
running costs of PTC (Gaza) are covered by INTERPAL in London

-ERR provids psychosociakupportfor wounded pople and their families and p#e whohave
lost some of their familynembersMost of this work is doni three hospital which the ERR team
can reach during the wail-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City, Shuhadaa/Mdsa Hospital in Deer Al

Balah, Kanal Udwan Hospital in Northern Gaza City

-ERR has three teams at UNRVW&&hoolsin Nusierat Camp, Gaza City and Northern Gab&re
ters of thousandsf displaced children and their familiese stayingERR work with children in
two sessiog, onein the morning andinother in the afternoon.aéh session lastfor two hours.
Games and group activitieé®lp them taelax,reduce the fearfaleath andupport their resilience.
Surrounded by bombardment, the activitider themescape througplay. Also, thereare some
sessions given to parents in order to educate them about how to cope withgbisgdisaster and

their severe psycholamal suffering.

-ERR have distributed more than 5,000 leaffer older children and adults in Gaza in order to
educate them about how to deal wiitle situation in Gaza and how to look after their childre@in
good way. he leafletinvites themto cal mobile phone heline if they need further support. PTC

Gaza and UK havalsoannouncedhesefree servicesn the local broadcasting and T.V netwarks

PTCGGaza works incooperationwith UNRWA in Gaza. Together they providesychosocial
supportand or@nise therapeutic play at UNWRA schodost people at PTGGaza) are working
voluntarily at great risk to their liveg§435 children and adults have received trauma counselling
(psychological support) and psyekducation about copingith severe and coptex traumas.

6,407 childrenhave benefied from these services, and 1028 parents have benefited from
counselling and advicE RR6s t eam wor Middiezond di Gaz® Ga Citg and :
Northern Gaza Strip. ERR work 2% sitesschools hospitalschurches and mosques

The psychological scars left by conflict and loss often leave people severely depressed and anxious.
This affects their future health and quality of life. Sadly, many children suffer PTSD in Gaza. The
work of the Palestine Trauma Cemntis invaluable and is a real show of community support,

selflessness and resilience.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGVLa8GIPKg&feature=youtu.be

If you want to support the Rapid Response team at Palestine Trauma Centre (Gaza), please donate

whatever you can affordhttp://www.ptcuk.org/donate/

Please spread this report to your friends and colleagues.

Issued by Palestine Trauma Centre (UK)

www.ptcuk.org

info@ptcuk.org

Falcstinc Trauma Ccntrc (UK}

Company number: 6795059
Charity Commission number: 1133560

Website: www.ptcuk.org
PTC(UK) aims to:

« Build a network of specialist trainers in trauma therapies
 Offer emergency aid techniques for Gaza’s mental health workers
* Design, deliver and evaluate training courses at PTC(Gaza)

www.ptcgaza.com

We help empower families in Gaza to develop and sustain
their resilience in response to occupation and conflict.

Contact us by email info@ptcuk.org
or phone 07932 774237 // 07427 489699
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Date Aim of Activ ity Nature of Activity Name of Location No of Children | No of Parents Total
the site (beneficiaries) | (beneficiaries)| (beneficiaries
9/7/2014 | Providing Psychological supportt:-Hot:kine Mobile phone| Gaza Strip|  Nusierat 85 76 161
to individual and families. RefugeeCamp
4/8/2014
13/7/2014 Providing trauma counselling to| Trauma Counselling ai Middle Deer AlBalah 57 22 79
to wounded people and families of Al-Agsa Hospital Zone of
17/7/2014 killed people. Gaza
18/7/2014 Providing trauma coundelg to Trauma Counselling al Gaza City Rimal 36 26 62
to wounded people and families off  Al-Shifaa Hospital
21/7/2014 killed people.
18/7/2014 Providing trauma counselling to| Trauma Counselling al Northern Beet Lahia 11 18 29
to wounded people and families of, Kamal Udvan Hospital| Gaza Strip
19/7/2014 killed people.
19/7/2014 | Providing Psychological supportt| Group psychological | Primary Al-Buraij 155 / 155
children and parents activities for children Boys Refugee Camy
and psycheeducation | UNRWA
for parents. School (A)
20/7/2014 | Providing Psychological supportt Group psychological 11 Nusierat 3875 431 4306
To children and parents activities for children | UNRWAOG ¢ Refugee Camy
4/8/2014 and psycheeducation | Schook
for parents.
14/7/2014 | Providing Psychological supportt{ Group psychological 5 Beach Refuge¢ 870 128 008
to children and parents activities for children | U N R WA Camp and
4/8/2014 and psycheeducation | Schools Gaza City
for parents.
22/7/2014 | Providing Psychological supportt Psyche education for | Orthodox Gaza City / 28 28
parents parents. Church
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23/7/2014-~Providing Psychological suppor sroup psychological | Al=Umary | ~Gaza City 50 65 115
children and parents activities.for children L_.Meeqﬂf
psycheeducation
for parents.
23/7/2014 | Providing Psychological supportt Group psychological | Hamamh Gaza City 720 140 860
to children and parents activities for children School
28/7/2014 and psycheeducation
for parents.
29/7/2014 | Providing Psychological supportt Grouppsychological Sauad Gaza City 210 / 210
children and parents activities for children School
and psycheeducation
for parents.
29/7/2014 | Providing Psychological supportt Group psychological | Al-Hindi Gaza City 270 39 309
to children and parents activities for children School
30/7/2014 and psycheeducation
for parents.
10/7/2014 | Providing Psychological supportt| Group psychological Al- Gaza City 68 55 133
children and parents activities for children | Rafidain
and psycheeducation School
for parents.
Total Providing Psychological support 27 sites (schools, hospitals, | Middle and 6407 1028 7435
foicnildren and parents church and mosques) Gaza City
and
Northern
Gaza
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