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News Letter 

By PTC-UK 5
th
 August 2014 

www.ptcuk.org  

1. Update about the disaster in Gaza Strip:  

ü Since 7
th
 July 2014, Gaza has been a firestorm of bombs and shells. The devastation of 

whole neighbourhoods, the lack of any safe place or shelter for children and their families 

has exceeded the horrors of Operation Cast Lead in 2008-9. Gaza has been declared a 

Disaster Area. It has, with some accuracy, been compared to the state of the Warsaw ghetto 

during the Second World War. The IDF have launched so far more than 30 million 

kilograms of bomb on Gaza Strip.  

 

ü Since 7 July 2014, 475,000 people have been displaced from the eastern areas of the Gaza 

Strip (Beet Lahia, Beet Hanoon, Al-Bureej, Al-Maghazi, Eastern areas of Khuzaah: Al-

gararah, Abasan, Eastern Rafah), 260,000 of those displaced are now staying in UNRWA 

schools. At least two hundred thousand children and their families in Gaza need urgent 

psychological support, especially those who are staying in displaced schools or hospitals 

(Source: UNRWA, 3
rd

 August, 2014) and have no home to return to.  

 

ü Since 7 July 2014, at least 142 schools in Gaza, including 89 UNRWA schools, 50 public 

schools and three private/kindergarten schools, were damaged due to Israeli airstrikes or 

shelling nearby. 11 of the 32 hospitals have been damaged by Israeli airstrikes or shelling 

nearby. Out of the 75 clinics in Gaza, 14 were damaged and 34 closed. In addition, one 

medical doctor and two ambulance workers were killed; 42 PRCS health workers were 

injured; and 26 ambulances were damaged, of which seven are rendered out of service 

(UNICEF, 3
rd

 August 2014). 

 

ü Since 7
th
 July at least 1,875 people have been killed in the Gaza Strip. Out of this number, 

410 are children, 260 women and 76 old people. 9,567 have been seriously wounded. More 

than 85% of these killed and wounded are civilians (Palestinian Ministry of Health: 5
th
 

August 2014).  UNICEF have reported that only 192 militants were killed since 8th July 

2014 which means 90% who have been killed so far were civilians (UNICEF, 3rd August 

2014). 

 

http://www.ptcuk.org/
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ü Since 7
th
 July at least 10,000 houses have been destroyed and 30,000 damaged. The 

estimated cost of damage caused by the Israeli offensive on the Gaza Strip is so far about 

five billion US dollars (Palestinian Ministry of Construction, 4
th
 August 2014).  

 

ü Now, Gaza is severely bleeding because of the on-going horrific offensive which has 

resulted in the destruction of all resources needed for the basic survival of the population: 

daily food, clean water, medicine, electricity, transport and shelter. There is no central 

supply of electricity. The severe problems with sewage disposal are likely to lead to the 

spreading of disease. There are even difficulties for the Red Cross or Red Crescent and 

paramedics to reach wounded or dead people. Corpses lie for days under rubble. The 

economy has ceased to exist. People run out of cash for buying food or water for their 

children. All hope has gone. Families choose to die together rather than separate to live 

without each other. This Nakba has been called a ñslow genocideò by Ilan Pappe an Israeli 

historian.  Immediate action is needed in order to protect Gazans from a major public health 

disaster. For this, the massacre has to stop. 

 

2. Update about the Psychological Intervention for PTC-Gaza in cooperation with UNRWA  

ü In response to the murderous and criminal invasion of Gaza, Palestine Trauma Centre 

UK/Gaza has set up an Emergency and Rapid Response (RRR) team to provide 

psychological first aid. It has been visiting hospitals, homes and displaced children and their 

families in schools to provide psycho-social support to those affected by the shocking 

violence. The rapid response team are all trained volunteers and since 2008 they have 

responded to all the bombardments Gaza has faced. They have also set up a hotline for 

people to call and will follow up with families who need further support.  

 

ü Tens of thousands of children and their parents have been displaced, terrified and left 

unprotected for four weeks. Throughout that time they have suffered repeated shocks, had 

little or no sleep and experienced multiple bereavements. Everyone in the Gaza Strip has 

lost relatives, neighbours and close friends. The trauma resulting from all this cannot be 

imagined by those living in the comfort of ñordinaryò life. The children are living in a 

nightmare, conditioned to be fearful, terrified when the sun goes down because it is at night 

that most of the attacks happen. Sleep is a rare privilege. If they are kept without providing 

trauma counselling and Psychological First Aid, then their PTSD symptoms will intensify 

and the strain on parents will grow to breaking point. What are children and their parents to 

do once displaced into shelters or schools and hospitals? Many have been displaced not once 

https://www.facebook.com/PalestineTraumaCentreUk
https://www.facebook.com/PalestineTraumaCentreUk
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but three times because areas promised as being safe have later been bombed. UNRWA has 

reported that at least two hundred thousand people need urgent psychological support.  

 

Aims of Emergency and Rapid Response (Psychological Support) ERR: 

ERR team at PTC (Gaza) consists of four key psychologists, one psychiatrist and 25 trained 

volunteers who provide psychological support to traumatised children and their families. The basic 

running costs of PTC (Gaza) are covered by INTERPAL in London.  

 

-ERR provides psychosocial support for wounded people and their families and people who have 

lost some of their family members. Most of this work is done in three hospitals which the ERR team 

can reach during the war: Al -Shifa Hospital in Gaza City, Shuhadaa Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deer Al-

Balah, Kamal Udwan Hospital in Northern Gaza City. 

 

-ERR has three teams at UNRWA schools in Nusierat Camp, Gaza City and Northern Gaza where 

tens of thousands of displaced children and their families are staying. ERR work with children in 

two sessions, one in the morning and another in the afternoon. Each session lasts for two hours. 

Games and group activities help them to relax, reduce the fear of death and support their resilience. 

Surrounded by bombardment, the activities offer them escape through play. Also, there are some 

sessions given to parents in order to educate them about how to cope with this on-going disaster and 

their severe psychological suffering.  

 

-ERR have distributed more than 5,000 leaflets for older children and adults in Gaza in order to 

educate them about how to deal with the situation in Gaza and how to look after their children in a 

good way. The leaflet invites them to call mobile phone hot-line if they need further support. PTC-

Gaza and UK have also announced these free services on the local broadcasting and T.V networks.  

 

PTC-Gaza works in cooperation with UNRWA in Gaza. Together they provide psychosocial 

support and organise therapeutic play at UNWRA schools. Most people at PTC (Gaza) are working 

voluntarily at great risk to their lives. 7435 children and adults have received trauma counselling 

(psychological support) and psycho-education about coping with severe and complex traumas. 

6,407 children have benefited from these services, and 1028 parents have benefited from 

counselling and advice. ERRôs team work in three areas: Middle zone of Gaza, Gaza City and 

Northern Gaza Strip. ERR work at 27 sites: schools, hospitals, churches and mosques. 

The psychological scars left by conflict and loss often leave people severely depressed and anxious. 

This affects their future health and quality of life. Sadly, many children suffer PTSD in Gaza. The 

work of the Palestine Trauma Centre is invaluable and is a real show of community support, 

selflessness and resilience. 
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Click on video link to watch some activities which were provided by ERRôs team in PTC-Gaza 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGVLa8GIPKg&feature=youtu.be 

 

If you want to support the Rapid Response team at Palestine Trauma Centre (Gaza), please donate 

whatever you can afford. http://www.ptcuk.org/donate/ 

Please spread this report to your friends and colleagues.  

 

Issued by Palestine Trauma Centre (UK) 

www.ptcuk.org  

info@ptcuk.org  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGVLa8GIPKg&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ptcuk.org/donate/
http://www.ptcuk.org/
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Date Aim of Activ ity  Nature of Activity  Name of 

the site 

Location No of Children 

(beneficiaries) 

No of Parents 

(beneficiaries) 

Total 

(beneficiaries 

9/7/2014 

to  

4/8/2014 

Providing Psychological support to 

individual and families. 

Hot-Line Mobile phone Gaza Strip Nusierat 

Refugee Camp 
85 76 161 

13/7/2014 

to 

17/7/2014 

Providing trauma counselling to 

wounded people and families of 

killed people. 

Trauma Counselling at  

Al -Aqsa Hospital 

Middle 

Zone of 

Gaza 

Deer Al-Balah 57 22 79 

18/7/2014 

to 

21/7/2014 

Providing trauma counselling to 

wounded people and families of 

killed people. 

Trauma Counselling at 

Al -Shifaa Hospital  

 

Gaza City  Rimal  36 26 62 

18/7/2014 

to 

19/7/2014 

Providing trauma counselling to 

wounded people and families of 

killed people. 

Trauma Counselling at 

Kamal Udwan Hospital  

 

Northern 

Gaza Strip 

Beet Lahia 11 18 29 

19/7/2014 Providing Psychological support to 

children and parents 

Group psychological 

activities for children 

and psycho- education 

for parents. 

 

Primary 

Boys 

UNRWA 

School (A) 

Al -Buraij 

Refugee Camp 
155 / 155 

20/7/2014 

To  

4/8/2014 

Providing Psychological support to 

children and parents 

Group psychological 

activities for children 

and psycho- education 

for parents. 

 

11 

UNRWAôs 

Schools  

Nusierat 

Refugee Camp 
3875 431 4306 

14/7/2014 

to  

4/8/2014 

Providing Psychological support to 

children and parents 

Group psychological 

activities for children 

and psycho- education 

for parents. 

 

5 

UNRWAôs 

Schools  

Beach Refugee 

Camp and 

Gaza City 

870 128 998 

22/7/2014 Providing Psychological support to 

parents 

 

 

Psycho- education for 

parents. 

 

Orthodox 

Church 

Gaza City / 28 28 
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23/7/2014 Providing Psychological support to 

children and parents 

Group psychological 

activities for children 

and psycho- education 

for parents. 

 

Al -Umary 

Mosque 

Gaza City 50 65 115 

23/7/2014 

to  

28/7/2014 

Providing Psychological support to 

children and parents 

Group psychological 

activities for children 

and psycho- education 

for parents. 

 

Hamamh 

School  

Gaza City 720 140 860 

29/7/2014 Providing Psychological support to 

children and parents 

Group psychological 

activities for children 

and psycho- education 

for parents. 

 

Sauad 

School 

Gaza City 210 / 210 

29/7/2014 

to  

30/7/2014 

Providing Psychological support to 

children and parents 

Group psychological 

activities for children 

and psycho- education 

for parents. 

 

Al -Hindi 

School 

Gaza City 270 39 309 

10/7/2014 Providing Psychological support to 

children and parents 

Group psychological 

activities for children 

and psycho- education 

for parents. 

 

Al -

Rafidain 

School 

Gaza City 68 55 133 

Total  Providing Psychological support 

to children and parents 
27 sites (schools, hospitals, 

church and mosques) 

Middle and 

Gaza City 

and 

Northern 

Gaza 

6407 1028 7435 
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