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REPORT. JANUARY — JUNE 2014

In both PTC(UKand PTC(Gazdhere have been encouraging developments and growing confidence
in our practices and ragation. PTC(UKhas been approached by various groups to give talks and
PTC(Gazd)as had a notable success with its recErilay of Joy Initiativerhich has attracted extra
funding for the centre.

In February Dr Mohamed Altawil visited the regialof Ireland to do a series of presentations on the
Focusingvork atPalestine Trauma Centréhis led to a promise of £3,000 to continue this work and
PTC(UKhas appointed and paid for a Focusingardinator at PTC(Gazdjpr the next year. This
form of therapy is unique in Palestine and is the basis for much of the support given to families,
enabling them to help themselves at times of mental crisis

In JanuaryPTC(UKyvas invited to be part of thé&JKPalestine Mental Health NetwarkVe were
invited to be one of two main speakers at their inaugural meeting. The other speaker was Professor
Jeff Haler, the director of thelsraeli Committee against House DemolitioRsofessor Halper has

now become one of our patrons.

UK-Palestine Mental Health Network g
Launch Meeting e, -
Wednesday 2nd April 2014
8pm -9.30pm

Admission Free

. ﬁﬁtowm,ﬂpmudumwm political cc and the p gical f

h
gh 5
. The Hall The Guild, don SE10QA - RSVP

Activist and author Sharyinock Gaza Beneath the BombsuTo PreEssontacted us to see if we could

help a couple of paramedics get into Gaza. We were able to do this and one of the paramedics
stayed at the centre iIPTC(Gaza)ntil June taking part in their activities and givingsFAid training

to staff. She is compiling a report of her visit.



In March,Dr Altawil gave a preséation for the UkPalestine Social Work Netwoat Durhamand

has been invited to do so at the University of East Anglia in October of this year. We have also been
asked by theUK-Palestine Mental Health Networto help organise a conference in the UK for
January 2015Tottenham Palestine Literary Festiggkedus to join their team this year. We have
given talks toPalestine Solidarity Campaigmoups in Wimbledon and Worcester and we gave our
presentation calledlourney through Thorrte an interfaith group in Welwyn Garden City. We want

to reach as many peoplas possible, especially in building the therapist and social work links to our
activities in Gaza.

Help to Celebrate World Social Work day 2014 S
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Social Work in The Work of the Palestine
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i Including a description of the conditions in Gaza
By Dr Mohamed Altawil
At
Date:  Wednesday 15th March 2014 The United Reformed Church
Venue: North Road Methodist Church Durham DH1 4SG
TR Nl o e Woodhall Lane
Time:  230to5:30pm ; Welwyn Garden City AL7 3TP
Cost:  Free (Donations for future PALUK activity welcomed) Ample free parking.
Speakers: Refreshments.
@ Dr Mohamed Altawi from the Palestine Trauma centra Gaza, discussing work and experiences of trauma
therapy based interventions on
. n;v;mpamng Henry ;"::’ &'Sr‘\’afj‘r;g sxparionces f;nm ﬁleld g:p o Wast aaomc(‘ azrsa1 jmxsalem of th
practitioner-based resaarch into the daily experience of Social work colleagues :
An opportunity to learn more about the progress and plans of this developing rIl"lrS(ia), 13 MarCh 2014
professional network and regional BASW activity
To register for a place please email harrop_david@yahoo.co.uk 7°15 pm fOl' 7'30pm
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We were very pleased to be invited to take part in a programme on the Islam Chaithel
INTERPABNd also be aINTERPALE TFTdzy RN} AdAAy3 RAYYSN) GKAa &SI NX
fundraising activities, including our popular food stall created lsydein and Mohamed AltawilThis

raised nearly £400 at a local food festival.
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Food, drink, music & dance
from around the world.
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Inside Gaza, the team described in our first report has continued its work with families. Air strikes
continue and Gaza has had to cope with floods, increased isolation because of Egypt and rise in
unemployment. Stress and depsisn are widespread, as are defiant attempts to combat them. The
drama specialist aPTC(Gazajame up withThe Friday of Joy Initiativele and a group of volunteers

go into an area every Friday where they organise street games and face painting for the children.
Parents take some part in this too. It brings a moment of fun and excitement to hundreds of people
in the community at refugeeamps in the area around Gaza Clitythe UK we have been able to get
funding for this projectrom a group calledrour Pillars of Hop® continue for another year. Here is

a more detailed account of the work:

Friday of Joy Initiative (FJl)has been del@ped by our drama specialist Balestine Trauma Centre
GazaPTCG-Gazg. It takes Drama games, Fapainting, Music, Folksong, Art work and Dance (Dabkah) gnto
the streets of a refugee camps every Friday afternoon. These activities need about twb greperation by
the work team and the actual activities last for about three hdidissupports the children by giving them
space to play together, freedom to be creative in a safe place and social interaction on a large scalg to build
community cohesin and trust. It also enables these traumatised children to express their feelings within the safe

space of group activities in a joyful and liberating way.

The team for this project is made up of six young people who work with volunteers of all ages. They are
passionate to help children in the refugee camps and bring creativity and play into their lives. Apart from drama
games, art, music and fapainting, he team can introduce the skill of Focusing with children. The leader of

this group is a drama expert and a psychologist. He and five others act as coordinators for the group activities on
the streets. The specialist should have a basic payment anduhteeod should have small allowances to cqver

their expenses for running the activities for 12 months. This allowance would be the equivalent of £10 for each

session every Friday.

Below is a video showing some of this work. At present there is only abidversion, but it does introduc¢e
some of the team inside Gaza and some of the activities.
http://youtu.be/mitdTOcy8rl



http://youtu.be/mItdTOcy8rI
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PTC(Gazdjas also workeavith Downs Syndrome children and took part in World Autism Day.

We are glad to have had links WiRTERPALA 2 FFAOS Ay DFTF RdzNAy 3

The team of volunteers @@ TC(Gaza¥ keen to continue. We see them sometimes when we have
our Skype sessis. One volunteer has started his own gyioup to share the drama and Focusing
ideas he has learnt &TC So the future of our activities looks good.

l.j

KSa¢



